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Abstract:
Survival is the ultima
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lifc journey. One has to be strong both physically and cmotionally to get through different
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survive. Human racc has encountered many kinds of apocalypsc, both natural and name
made. The difficult situations they encounter makes the human race strong. They strive to
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_Survival is a difficult thing to
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act of surviving under unusual situations
is forced to live inan unfamiliar situation, they have to cope up with
irvival instincts arc innate and extremely powerful which
n survive through any kind of adversity if they are
od, finding shelters, but it is about adapting
1 survival as the main value is known
nt from cach other. Surviving is to

Survival is the
do but when someon¢
cverything around them. [Human st
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determined. Survival is not just about getting fo
and being resilient. The attitude or practice in lifc witl
as survivalism. Living and surviving is a bit differe

remain alive whereas living is having a lilc.
the circumstances. The important trait of survival is

lies to the human specics but also to the other species.
I'he advanced specics of flora and fauna is a result ol adaptation. Livery plant and animal
nced to adapt to the environment. The theory of Natural Selcction by Charles Darwin
states that the traits that offcr advantage will most likely to be passed onto offsprings and
offspring with thosc (raits have a better chance of surviving. Evolution occurs only by
natural selection. Adapting (o the circumstance help someonc Lo understand the situation
better and can help them to survive. Resilicnee is the key to survive any kind of adversity.
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adaptation. Adaptation not only app
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eing .rCS'I'cm can help onc to sce the bright side any situation. In 7he Road, the man’s
IOVEREE cff.o'ns to use the remaining natural resources or trashed items to survive shows|
that he is resilient. .

liYcry existence has its own purposc and value. The purpose of one’s life is determined
by their own actions. The decision they make determines how their life would be. One’s
motiv?s determincs his/her fate. Ixistentialism is a philosophical movement that questions
the existence of human beings and the purposc of living. ‘Authentic’ means to be onesclf
penuinely. As in Existentialism, onc cannot be truc until they define themselves. The term
cxistentialism is explained in detail in Existentialism in American Literature by Ruby
Chatterji who opines, “To be a person is to be four-squarely in this actual world, individual,
concrete and embodied” (1983, 24). Man has to be true to himsclf and his actions. “We
‘move towards’ not only thinking, but in feeling, willing, evaluating and imaging as well”
(Chatterji, 1983, p. 20). Life is all about being ourselves without hurting anyone or anything.

Existentialist literature tends to emphasize certain things: man alienated from an absurd
world; the individual estranged from society; the individual’s isolation and subjectivity; his
consequent feelings of anxiety, anguish, despair, nausea; the individual facing his own |
nothingness,or confronting his guilt; his struggle to distinguish between inauthentic and
authentic sclves; his assertion of personal freedom through irrevocable choice, particularly
in cxtreme situations, limit situations and crisis situations; death consciousness and the
nced to define oneself against it. Alicnation and isolation has a central place in existentialism.

Isolation can help a man to definc himself even inan abnormal situation. When a man get
to know the purpose of his life, he live to the fullest. When he lives without knowing his
purpose of life, he is just spending his days on carth.
‘ Cormac McCarthy depicts the world after apocalypse in his novel, The Road (2006).
‘ This post-apocalyptic survival fiction puts its characters in an unexpected environment.
The fictions of survival genrc shows how the main characters are put through some
difficult situations likc apocalypsc, pandemic or powerful antagonist, and how they survive
it through. This novel is a postmodern dystopian fiction. It is postmodern because of the
ambiguity and how it celebrates differences. It is dystopian in its tone in the portrayal of
the characters and in its warning of what may happen if human beings lose civilization and
cultural ethos. The main characters in 7heRoad, that is, the father and the boy represents
the life of refugees and immigrants. 7he Road manifests the portrayal of violence, suffering
| of the characters and the gloomy atmosphere. They try to survive with almost nothing in
the decayed world. They travel hoping for a better place cven when they were no sure
about their destination. They cven have to survive amidst the cannibals. The life of the
refugees arc very pitiable as they cannot predict how their life would be.

Migration is not new to the human race. People migrate from place to place to find a
better dwelling place. But facets of migration has now changed to immigration. Immigration
is of two types, voluntary immigration and involuntary or forced immigration. When
someone voluntarily immigrate from their country, it is voluntary immigration. When someone
ist Qrced to leave their country, it is forced immigration. When someone is forced to leave
their country due to some reasons they arc considered as refugecs. The causc for
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jmmigration could be political turmoil, ci
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281 million people live outside their homeland. /\pproximalcly 65 mi
(s contribute 3.6 percent of the world population.
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sharper. These people have to fight for their basic necds
and mental illness. They try their best to get access 10 good
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The migrants suffer (rom the pain of being away from t
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illcgal way to live. The struggles these peop
experiences are left behind as psychological SC
try until they reach the destination. Pcople know the strugg
travel because they arc 0 determined to have a sa
get arrested on their journcy. They are
One should understand the difference between nceds an
cannot have their needs fulfilled. They do not carc about t
have a better life.
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about the theory of psychoanalysis as:

Psychoanalysis is a theory about the human

ylobe humiliat
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‘The way a human being lives is bascd on his persona
through any kind of situation onc

face unplcasant situ
water, shelter and fire are all that

choosc or the situation fo
|c arc facing are traum
ars which will never hcal. But these people

interrogated and are give

defined as a form of mental therapy which aims to cure ment
by investigating the interaction of the conscious a
of the mind. The ficld ofpsychoanalysis was developed by Sigmund Freud,
Austrian medical practitioner in the latc ninetce

them towards success. Lvery emotjons one experience havc a

vil strife, cthnic conflict, cultural class, domestic

hout the world more than
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n severe punishments.
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he comfort, they only care to

lcy State University, USA, in

How to Read and Write Literature explains about many
analytic theory is on¢ among them. She cxplains

mind. Psychoanalysis is
al disorders
nd unconscious clements

nth century. He is thc one
lle said that people arc

motivated by desires, fears and conflicts of which they arc not awarc of.
Any human production involving narration, production of images, ¢4 be
analyzed and interpreted using psychoanalytic tools. (2011, 217)
T'he human life is filled with emotions and feelings. One cannot live without emotions.
| view towards life. To survive
have (o be mentally strong. ‘I'he inner motivation drives

n impact over their actions

and life. Even the fear they experience may help them build a strong mind.
|‘car is a normal human emotion. The sense of fear help human beings to avoid danger.
Human beings cxpericnce fear when the automatic nervous system releases adrenaline
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energizing the system for fight and flight. When a person is terri

fied, th
or harmed, he/she pay attention to his/her ing o ourcened, helpless,

crnal experiences and our environment in a
dy automatically prepare to fight against any

hey are put into an uncommon world, they have to fight.

I'ven if they are not a fighter their survival instincts make them fight.

Even a little amount of hope and motivation can drive hy
destination. The greatest motivation comes [rom onc’s belie
father’s love towards his son made him strong cnough to kill
'he Road highlights the untaint emotions between a father an
down, they both have conversations which boost their sou
source of love and support for the boy. Though they arc in an
hoy is emphatic.

man beings towards their
f system. In The Road,the
a cannibal to save the boy.
d a son. Whenever they feel
| like. The man is the only
post-apocalyptic world, the

Nothing is permanent. Everything comes to an end at a point, cven pain. Every struggle
has its end. One have to choosc good cven if his life is in danger. But most of the time,
people choose the evil way which is illegal. Surviving through any kind of adversity is
possible for people with strong mind and body. Through the novel 7he Road, McCarthy
cmphasises the importance of not only bodily survival but also the survival of human

generosity and kindness.
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